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SPIRITUAL CALENDAR: Sunday before the Exaltation of the Cross
Tone 6. Mat. Gos.4. Epis. Galatians 6:11-18; Gos. John 3:13-17.

Sunday Before the Exaltation of the Cross
Jesus’ Conversation with Nicodemus
Gal. 6:11-18; John 3:13-17

“For God So Loved the World”

The Gospel text presents a portion of the profound con-
versation between our Lord Jesus Christ and Nicodemus, a Phar-
isece who came to Jesus by night seeking to understand His
teaching. In this passage, Christ reveals the mystery of God's
love for humanity and the saving purpose of His coming into the
world.

Nicodemus was a learned man, knowledgeable in the
Law, yet he recognized that there was something unique about
Jesus. In response to his questions, Christ directs his attention
beyond earthly concerns to the heavenly realities of salvation.
The Lord declares that the Son of Man must be “liffed up,” just
as Moses lifted up the bronze serpent in the wilderness so that
those who looked upon it might be healed. This reference points
directly to the Cross, through which Christ would bring healing
and salvation to the world.

The heart of this Gospel is found in one of the most be-
loved verses of Holy Scripture: “For God so loved the world
that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” These words
summarize the entire message of the Gospel. The Cross is not
merely a symbol of suffering; it is the supreme manifestation of
God's love. Through His voluntary sacrifice, Christ conquered
sin, death, and the power of evil, opening the way to eternal life
for all who believe in Him.

As the Church prepares to celebrate the Feast of the Ex-
altation of the Holy Cross, this Gospel invites us to contemplate
the meaning of Christ's sacrifice. The Cross reminds us that
God's love is sacrificial, self-giving, and unconditional. It also
calls us to respond with faith, gratitude, and obedience.

The Christian life is a continual journey of taking up our
own cross and following Christ. This does not mean seeking suf-
fering, but embracing God's will with trust and perseverance.
When united with Christ, even our trials can become opportuni-
ties for spiritual growth and deeper communion with Him.

Therefore, let us remain in Christ, place our trust in
Him, and work together with Him!

Rev. Fr. Cezar Pelin

Together, for the Glory of the Holy Trinity and our salvation!

Duminica dinaintea Inaltarii Sf. Cruci
Convorbirea lui lisus cu Nicodim
Galateni 6:11-18, loan 3:13-17

,Fiindca atiat de mult a iubit Dumnezeu lumea”

Textul evanghelic ne prezintd un fragment din profunda
convorbire dintre Domnul nostru lisus Hristos si Nicodim, un
fariseu care a venit la lisus noaptea pentru a intelege mai bine
invatatura Sa. In acest dialog, Hristos descopera taina iubirii lui
Dumnezeu pentru omenire si scopul mantuitor al venirii Sale in
lume.

Nicodim era un om invatat, cunoscator al Legii, Insd a
inteles ca in lisus se afla ceva cu totul deosebit. Raspunzand
intrebarilor sale, Hristos 1i indreaptd atentia de la preocuparile
pamantesti catre realitdtile ceresti ale mantuirii. Domnul spune ca
Fiul Omului trebuie sa fie ,indlfar”, asa cum Moise a iniltat
sarpele de arama in pustie, pentru ca toti cei care priveau la el si
fie vindecati. Aceasta referire indicd in mod direct Crucea, prin
care Hristos avea sa aduca vindecare si mantuire Intregii lumi.

Inima acestei Evanghelii se afla intr-unul dintre cele mai
cunoscute versete ale Sfintei Scripturi: ,,Fiindca atdt de mult a
iubit Dumnezeu lumea, incdt pe Fiul Sau Cel Unul-Ndscut L-a dat,
ca oricine crede in El sa nu piara, ci sa aiba viata vesnica.”
Aceste cuvinte rezuma intreaga veste buna a Evangheliei. Crucea
nu este doar un simbol al suferintei, ci manifestarea suprema a
iubirii lui Dumnezeu. Prin jertfa Sa de bunavoie, Hristos a biruit
pacatul, moartea si puterea raului, deschizand calea catre viata
vesnica pentru toti cei care cred in EL
. Pe masurd ce Biserica se pregiteste sd praznuiasca
Inaltarea Sfintei Cruci, aceasta Evanghelie ne invitd sa meditdm la
semnificatia jertfei lui Hristos. Crucea ne aminteste ca iubirea lui
Dumnezeu este jertfelnica, daruitoare si neconditionata. In acelasi
timp, ea ne cheamd sa rdaspundem cu credintd, recunostintd si
ascultare.

Viata crestind este o continua asumare a propriei cruci si o
urmare a lui Hristos. Aceasta nu inseamnd cautarea suferintei, ci
primirea voii lui Dumnezeu cu incredere si rabdare. Atunci cand
suntem uniti cu Hristos, chiar si incercérile vietii pot deveni
prilejuri de crestere duhovniceasca si de apropiere de El.

Asadar, sa stam 1n Hristos, sa avem incredere in El si sa
lucram impreund cu El!

Pr. Cezar Pelin

Impreund, spre Slava Preasfintei Treimi si mantuirea noastra!



THE CALENDAR IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE!
POT INTERVENI SCHIMBARI IN CALENDAR!
THIS WEEK:
Saturday, September 12: NO Vespers
Sunday, September 13: 8:30 am Matins; 9:30 am Divine Liturgy
Monday, September 14: (+) Exaltation of the Holy Cross - Strict
Fast - 9:00 am Divine Liturgy
Friday, September 18: 5:00 pm - 7:30 pm - Fish Fry Drive Thru
Saturday, September 19: 10:00 am Baptism; 1:00 pm Baptism;
2:30 pm Wedding; 5:00 pm Vespers & Confessions

NEXT WEEK:
Sunday, September 20: 8:30 am Matins; 9:30 am Divine Liturgy
Friday, September 25: 5:00 pm - 7:30 pm - Fish Fry Drive Thru
Saturday, September 26: 1:00 pm Wedding; 5:00 pm Vespers &
Confessions

Nursing Home
Virginia Cucu......ccoueeemeeenn. Maple Ridge Senior Living, Willoughby

ALTAR BREAD - PRESCURI
e Simona Cismasiu IM tatilui meu Ioan si a tuturor celor decedati
din familie.
e Ana Mohan IM sotului George, a fiului George si a tuturor celor
dragi din familie mutati de la noi. Veti fi mereu 1n inima mea.
e Carmen Albu IMO Georgeta, la 11 ani de la trecere.
May God rest them in peace! Dumnezeu sa-i odihneasca!
e Carmen Ivan pentru sanatatea Daniel, Carmen, Denisa, David,
loan, loan, Felicia - in onoarea Sf. Maria - September 8.
¢ Anastasia for the good health of Nicolae, Anastasia, Petru, Stefan.
o Cristina Bulat pentru sarcina si protectie.
e Mihail Caraman pentru protectie.

7 DAY VIGIL LIGHTS — NARTH

e Paraschiva Vasu & Family IMO loving husband, father & bunicu
Dumitru Vasu. Always in our hearts. Memory eternal!

« Simona Cismasiu IM tatilui meu Ioan si a tuturor celor decedati
din familie.

e Ana Mohan IM sotului George, a fiului George si a tuturor celor
dragi din familie mutati de la noi. Veti fi mereu in inima mea.

e John & Elena Biliboaca IMO all family members fallen asleep in
the Lord. Memory eternal.

e Antoniu IMO losif Ilias, Magdalena Ilias, Mioara Dobre,
Magdalena Ilias.

¢ Claudia Mateescu IMO sotului meu Gheorghe.

¢ Dan & Mirela Rudary IMO all of our deceased family members.
May God rest them in peace!

e Carmen Albu IMO my mother Georgeta on the 11th anniversary
of her passing! Missing you! Always in my heart!(September 5,
2015)

¢ Sorina Tudor IMO John Stroescu.

e Mariana Miron IMO tatélui Vasile si matusa Eufrosina.

eFam. Vatamanu IMO tatdlui Alexandru. Dumnezeu
odihneasca in pace.

o Liliana Gerding IMO Stefan si Georgeta.

e Oster IMO Nina.

May God rest them in peace! Dumnezeu sa-i odihneasca!
¢ Simona Cismasiu pentru sanatatea familiei.

e Ana Mohan pentru sanatate, multumire si ajutor de la bunul
Dumnezeu la toata familia.

e John & Elena Biliboaca for the good health of all family and
God’ s blessings.

e Oster pentru sandtatea familiei si prietenilor cu multumire lui
Dumnezeu.

sa-1

7 DAY VIGIL LIGHTS — NARTH-cont.

Gerald Largent for the speedy recovery of Archimandrite
Gregory.

Dan & Mirela Rudary for the good health of our family with
thanks for God’s many blessings.

Lucica Solomon pentru céldtori - Simona; intentii speciale -
pe langa multumiri, va doresc multa sanitate si Dumnezeu
sd va rasplateasca cu ce stie ca aveti trebuinta.

Ileana Muntean for the good health, protection and blessings
of my family. May God watch over us always.

Florica Cotrau pentru grabnica vindecare a Valentinei
Talpa.

George & Aurelia Habian for the good health of family.
Hetruc Family in onoarea si pentru sdnatatea doamnei Paula
Ciobota. La multi ani!

Liliana Gerding pentru sdndtatea familiei.

Mihaela & Lorena 1n onoarea sotului si tatdlui Florea la ziua
nasterii. La multi ani!

Gerald Largent for the speedy recovery of my father, Gerald
Largent.

L

JOBS- CARVANA - 6161 Middle Ridge Rd, Elyria, Oh

Pozitions - Inventory associates for Inventory Detail,
Photo.

Requirements - min.18 years, Driver License; Speaks
English - Start /hour $ 16 - Second shift —ad $1 to start
Second shift works — Monday to Thursday: 4:00 pm to
3:00 am(1 h lunch time); Overtime paid 150%

Full benefits starting the beginning of next month after
hiring.( health, vision, dental, accidents.)

Perks - hundreds(Stores, restaurants, plain tickets, car
rentals)

Technician Positions - Parts $16/h; T - $18/h; T1 - $19/h;
T2 -$21/h; T3 - $26/h; Line Lead - $ 27/h.
If you have experience start could be up to $5/h
(second shift ad $1/h to start)
401K -The Company matches up to 6%
IMPORTANT!!! - You could advance fast. Even in three
weeks you could receive an increase in your payment.
No limits for advance - if you have skills, experience,
leadership.....
CONTACT-Work: daniel.neamtu(@carvana.com
Daniel Neamtu - Cell: 440-212-6124

IMPORTANT PARISH CONTACTS

Parish Council President:

Ladies Auxialiary President:
Florica Cotrau
440-667-7152

Viorel Oancea
(440) 915—9642

Parish Office/
Hall Rental:
Cristina Hanea
(216)-941-5550

Financial Secretary:
Simona McGrath
(216) 533-4636

EMERGENCIES:
Fr. Cezar Pelin
216-310-7872

Custodian:
Anamaria Sandu
(440) 488-9277



mailto:daniel.neamtu@carvana.com

HELP US REPAY OUR LOAN!

Our capital repairs have been paid with the help of a bank loan. During the last years, we have been blessed to
receive the support of some of our members, who offered to pay our monthly loan of $1,500. This helped us a lot and
we pray and hope that we can continue this good practice in the year 2026.

Therefore, we entreat those of you who have been more blessed than others, to pay the loan for one of the
upcoming months. If you wish to do so, please send a check payable to Saint Mary’s, for the above amount, with the
mention church loan. The list of donors will be published in the bulletin.

May the Lord bless those
who hear us out and act on our need!

AJUTATI-NE SA ACHITAM
iMPRUMUTUL PAROHIEI!

Reparatiile noastre capitale din anii trecuti au fost posibile intre altele si cu un imprumut de la banca. In ultimii

ani, am fost binecuvantati sa avem intre noi oameni generosi care s-au oferit sa achite o ratd lunara de $1,500 ca sa

sprijineasca biserica. Aceasta ne-a ajutat mult si ne rugdm ca si in acest an sa continudm aceasta practica folositoare.
De aceea, rugdm pe cei care au fost mai binecuvantati decat altii, sd ne ajute platind pentru una din urmatoarele

luni.

Daca doriti s faceti acest gest nobil, vd rugam sa trimiteti un cec pe numele Saint Mary Cathedral pentru suma de

mai sus, cu specificatia “Imprumut”. Lista donatorilor potentiali se va publica in buletinul saptdmanal.

Dumnezeu sa binecuvinteze pe cei ce ne aud cererea si raspund cu dérnicie!

FISH FRY IS BACK
BY POPULAR DEMAND!

We are happy to announce the return of our
Drive-Thru Fish Fry at St. Mary Romanian Or-
thodox Cathedral!

Join us on Fridays, September 18 & 25 and
October 2, 9 & 16, from 5:00 — 7:30 PM, and enjoy
a delicious Friday dinner while supporting our Cathe-
dral community.

Our Fish Fry, even if it is ONLY Drive —Thru
is more than a meal—it is another opportunity to
bring our parishioners, friends, neighbors, and the
greater Cleveland community together around St.
Mary’s. Invite your family, tell your friends, and
help us spread the word!

Simply drive through, pick up your meal, and
enjoy!
St. Mary Romanian Orthodox Cathedral
3256 Warren Rd., Cleveland, OH 44111

Come hungry - and bring a friend!
We look forward to serving you!

FISH FRY - DINNOU,  _
LA CEREREA DUMNEAVOASTRA!

Ne bucurdm sa va anuntdm revenirea indragitului nostru
Fish Fry — Drive-Thru la Catedrala Ortodoxd Roméana
»Sfanta Maria™!

Va asteptam in zilele de vineri, 18 si 25 septembrie,
precum si 2, 9 si 16 octombrie, intre orele 5:00 — 7:30 PM,
pentru a vad bucura de o cind delicioasd de vineri si, In acelasi
timp, pentru a sprijini comunitatea Catedralei noastre.

Fish Fry, chiar daca este DOAR Drive-Thru, este mai
mult decat o masa buna - este incd un prilej de a-i aduce im-
preund pe enoriasii, prietenii i vecinii nostri, precum si Intreaga
comunitate din Cleveland, in jurul Catedralei Sfanta Maria. Invi-
tati-va familia, spuneti-le prietenilor si ajutati-ne sa
raspandim vestea!

Este foarte simplu: veniti cu masina, ridicati comanda si
bucurati-va de o masa delicioasa!
Catedrala Ortodoxa Romana ,,Sfanta Maria”
3256 Warren Rd., Cleveland, OH 44111

Veniti cu pofta de mincare si aduceti un prieten!
Va asteptam cu drag!
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ST. MARY ROMANIAN
ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

~DRIVE-THRU -

September, October
18&25 @ 2,9&16

e ‘ 3256 WARREN RD. Thank you fo' V.
CLEVELAND, OH 44111 youn support!




ST. MARY ROMANIAN ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

3256 Warren Road * Cleveland, Ohio 44111 * 216-941-5550 * www.smroc.org
Rev. Fr. Dr. Cezar PELIN

September 10t, 2026

Beloved in Christ,

With gratitude to God and great joy, we invite you to join us as St. Mary Romanian
Orthodox Cathedral celebrates the 122nd Anniversary of our parish on Sunday, October 4,
2026, with the Divine Liturgy followed by our traditional Anniversary Dinner in the Social Hall.

For 122 years, St. Mary has been a spiritual home for generations of Orthodox Christians.
Since its founding in 1904, our Cathedral has been a place where our people have gathered in
prayer, received the Holy Sacraments, raised their children in the Orthodox Faith, preserved
their Romanian heritage, and found strength and fellowship in times of both joy and hardship.

As we celebrate this anniversary, we remember with gratitude the clergy and faithful who
came before us - those whose faith, sacrifice, generosity, and hard work built and sustained this
community. We are the beneficiaries of what they entrusted to us. At the same time, this
anniversary reminds us that we also have a responsibility: to preserve and strengthen this
spiritual inheritance and to pass it faithfully to our children and to the generations that will
follow us.

Our Anniversary celebration is therefore more than a remembrance of the past. It is an
opportunity to give thanks to God for His many blessings, to celebrate the life of our parish
today, and to look with faith and hope toward its future. We warmly invite you and your
family to be part of this special day in the life of our Cathedral.

As has become a cherished tradition of our parish, we will also honor married couples
celebrating wedding anniversaries in multiples of five years - 5, 10, 15, 20, 25 years and
beyond. During the Divine Liturgy, these couples will be recognized, and a special prayer of
thanksgiving and blessing will be offered for them. They will also be honored during the
Anniversary Dinner. If you are celebrating such a milestone this year, please let the Parish
Office know so that we may include you among our honorees.

We sincerely hope that you will join us around the Holy Altar and afterward around the
festive table as one parish family. Your presence will make this celebration all the more
meaningful as, together, we honor 122 years of faith, sacrifice, fellowship, and service at St.
Mary.

May God grant eternal rest to all the founders, clergy, benefactors, and faithful of our
Cathedral who have fallen asleep in the Lord, and may He continue to bless and strengthen our
parish for many generations to come.

With love in Christ,

Rev. Fr. Dr. Cezar Pelin, Rector
and the 12274 Anniversary Committee
Please fill in & return or call us at: (216)941-5550

Mr. & Mrs.

Yes  we will attend Number of persons

No__ we will not attend

Please Mail To: St. Mary Romanian Orthodox Cathedral
3256 Warren Rd., Cleveland, OH 44111




The 94th Annual Congress of the
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America

The 94th Annual Congress of the Romanian
Orthodox Episcopate of America will take place Sep-
tember 1012, 2026, in the Miami area, Florida, host-
ed by Holy Trinity Romanian Orthodox Church in
Miramar and Holy Cross Romanian Orthodox Church
in Hollywood.

Al - 94 - lea Congres Anual al
Episcopiei Roméine in America

In perioada 10-12 septembrie 2026, in zona Miami, Florida, va avea
loc cel de-al 94-lea Congres Anual al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romane din
America, gazduit de parohiile Sfanta Treime din Miramar si Sfanta Cruce
din Hollywood.

Cu acest prilej deosebit, racla cu o particica din sfintele moaste ale
Stantului Gherman din Alaska va fi adusa in Florida si va fi asezata spre

inchinare credinciosilor.
Urmariti linkurile din varianta in engleza pentru programul complet
al Congresului si pentru programul de inchinare la sfintele moaste ale
Stantului Gherman din Alaska.
Bucura-te, Sfinte Parinte Gherman din Alaska, al intregii Americi
preaslavit facator de
minuni!

View the complete Congress program here:

https://roea.org/events/94th-annual-
episcopate-congress/

A special blessing of this year’s Congress will
be the presence of a reliquary containing a fragment of

the holy relics of Saint Herman of Alaska, which will CONGRESUL EPISCOPIEI
be available for veneration at designated times during + EPISCOPATE CONGRESS
the Congress.

View the complete schedule for the veneration

of the holy relics:
https://roea.org/a-fragment-of-the-holy-relics
-of-saint.../

MIAMI, FLORIDA
SEPTEMBER 10-12

Romanian Orthodox Young Adults Gather for 2026 ARQY National Conference

Romanian Orthodox young adults gathered g
in Chicago from September 46 for the 2026 Nation- & &%
al Conference of the American Romanian Orthodox f%
Youth (AROY), with the blessing of His Eminence §
Archbishop Nathaniel of Detroit and the Romanian
Orthodox Episcopate of America. His Grace Bishop
Andrei of Cleveland, Auxiliary Bishop of the Epis-
copate, participated throughout the weekend in pray- &5
er, fellowship, discussions, and other conference &
activities.

Hosted by Falling Asleep of the Ever-Virgin
Mary Romanian Orthodox Parish (St. Mary), the j§
conference centered on the theme “I Am the Light of £
the World” (John 8:12). Participants reflected on the |
calling and responsibility of Orthodox Christians to §
bear witness to Christ in their daily lives, relation-
ships, and communities.

The conference also highlighted the life and |
spiritual legacy of Archimandrite Roman Braga, a
Romanian Orthodox confessor who endured impris-
onment and persecution under the communist regime
in Romania before continuing his monastic and missionary ministry in North America. His cause for canonization is currently under
consideration by the Canonization Commission of the Orthodox Church in America (OCA). Mother Christophora, Abbess of Holy
Transfiguration Monastery in Ellwood City, Pennsylvania, served as the keynote speaker.

A special moment of the gathering was the opportunity for participants to venerate the Myrrh-Streaming Icon of the Most
Holy Theotokos of Hawaii during an Akathist served at St. Mary. Throughout the weekend, participants also took part in presenta-
tions, small-group discussions, fellowship, and an organizational meeting focused on the future of Romanian Orthodox youth minis-

try.

The conference concluded on Sunday, September 6, with the Divine Liturgy celebrated by His Grace Bishop Andrei at St.
Mary, assisted by Very Rev. Fr. George Ursache. The gathering strengthened friendships among Romanian Orthodox young adults,
fostered leadership and fellowship, and encouraged participants to take a more active role in the life and mission of the Church.

One substantive change I made is the final sentence. Rather than “Organizers said the conference strengthened...”, which
sounds like a journalistic attribution requiring a specific statement from the organizers, I made it a direct summary of the conference's
purpose and outcome. I also changed “responsibility” to “calling and responsibility,” which sounds more natural in an Orthodox ec-
clesiastical context.
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